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Joshua’s Appointment 
Deuteronomy 31:1-29 

Study Guide 
 

   
 

Day 1 
 

Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8 
 

1. How old was Moses when he preached this sermon? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Moses’ life can be divided up into three periods of forty years each.  What 
was Moses’ life for the first forty years?  The second?  The third? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Even though Moses was the man who lead Israel for forty years, the reality 
was that the true leader of the people was God.  That fact will not change 
upon Moses’ death.  From verse three, what does Moses say that God will 
do? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. God chooses to lead His people through human leaders.  Whom does Moses 
say will take over this mantle of leadership? 
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5. While God promised to destroy and deliver over the nations of Canaan to 
Israel, it did not negate the fact that Israel still had to work for it.  What 
were Israel’s responsibilities that they had to carry out in order to defeat 
these nations? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Thank God for the leaders that He raises up to guide His people.  Pray for 
them that they would be faithful to the task that God has given them to do.  
Also praise God that He can be relied upon to always guide you, even when 
your earthly leader’s fail.  Ask Him to be your guide through life as He was 
to Israel.  He is the perfect scout, who carefully plots the way ahead 
ensuring the best passage for His children.   

 
 
 

Day 2 
 

Read Deuteronomy 31:1-8 
 

1. All the people were told to “be strong and courageous.”  Explain what it 
means to be strong and courageous.  Write down a couple of cross 
references where these words are used. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Moses’ command to “be strong and courageous” was not simply a pre-game 

pep talk.  This command is based upon two great realities.  Upon what two 
realities was this strength and courage based? 
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3. Moses called Joshua aside and reiterated the same command he gave for the 

entire nation.  In verse 23, Joshua gets it for the third time.  Why do you 
think that Moses did this? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Where have we seen Joshua before?  Give a short résumé of this man.  Will 
he make a good leader?  Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Your strength and courage have nothing to do with your might, power, and 
ability, but have everything to do with God’s.  Thank Him that He has made 
His might, power, and abilities available to us as a precious resource.  
Meditate on 2 Timothy 1:7 as you commit to a renewed fortitude of 
courageous service based upon the strength the God’s Spirit has to offer 
you. 

 
 
 
 
 

2 Timothy 1:7  For God has not given us (all believers) a Spirit of timidity (cowardice, 
fear), but of power and love and discipline (secure and rational mind, judgment).” 
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Day 3 
 

Read Deuteronomy 31:9-13 
 

1. To Whom did Moses give the law after it was completed?  What did they do 
with it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. How often should the law be read in its entirety before the entire nation?  
What was the occasion for this reading? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. What are the two results that will occur when Israel hear the word of the Lord? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. While these special occasions of reading through the whole law in one sitting 
were spaced out by a period of several years, portions of the law were read and 
taught daily by the Levites.  Fearing God and obeying His Word is not possible 
apart from exposure to His Word.  His Word reveals Whom we are to fear and 
what we are to obey.  How faithfully are you exposing yourself to the Word of 
God?  Write down how many hours you have spent in God’s Word over the last 
two weeks.  Has this exposure had an impact on how much, or how little, you 
have feared and obeyed God recently? 
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5. Thank God that His Word is able to sanctify you.  God has not only given you 
the precious resource of His Spirit to enable you with the “how” of living for 
Him, but He has given you His Word which enables you with the “what” of living 
for Him.  Repent of neglecting His Word which is the spiritual nourishment for 
your souls.  Commit to knowing God’s Word so that you will fear and obey Him 
as He has created and saved you to do. 

 
Day 4 

Read Deuteronomy 31:14-22 
 

1. Who commissioned Joshua to lead the people?  How does this affect the way 
we treat our leaders, both in the Church and government (Romans 13:1, 2; 
Hebrews 13:17)? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Where did this commissioning occur?  How did God appear? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. What did God tell Moses that Israel would do upon his death?  What would 
God’s reaction to Israel’s actions be? 
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4. Why did God want Moses to write and teach the people a song?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

5. God knew that Israel would fail Him in the future, and yet He made 
provision to ensure that they would eventually turn to Him.  Thank God that 
He loves you now, even though He currently knows the sins you will commit 
in the future.  Thank Him for His provision of the Holy Spirit of promise 
which is your guarantee that you will never fall away from Him.  If you are a 
true child of God, He will convict and chasten you until you return.  Worship 
Jesus Christ, who is your advocate.  He is standing before the Father’s 
throne continually (right now) and pleading your case of forgiveness 
because of the work which He accomplished on your behalf. 

 
Day 5 

 
Read Deuteronomy 31:23-29 
 

1. What is Moses’ reasoning that Israel will be wicked after his death? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Explain verse 26.  How would the law in the ark “remain there as a witness 
against [them]?” 
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3. Whom did Moses desire to address in verse 28?  Why is this significant? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. If there is to be any future at all for Israel, it must lie with God’s work and 
not with Israel’s.  This truth has already been shown by Israel’s past and 
Moses can expect nothing different in the future.  How can you apply this 
principle to your own salvation and spiritual walk with the Lord? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Thank God for Jesus who will go after the lost sheep until He finds it (Luke 
15:4).  Christians can be just as utterly unreliable as the Israelites.  If it 
were all up to you, you might fall away any day.  But thank God you have a 
persevering Savior who is ever faithful. 

 
 
 
 
 

Hebrews 7:25  Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw 
near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for 

them.” 


